
 1 

CONCERT 
SEASON

2023 |  2024



 3  2 

Dear Friends, 

Welcome to the 2023-2024 series of wonderful music making at Peachtree Road 
UMC. Music has the ability to profoundly touch our hearts and souls. This series is an 
excellent way to enrich your life through the energy and beauty expressed through a 
live performance.

Our success depends largely on our generous donors and many concert attendees, 
so I invite you to join us in supporting this very important series. We continue to 
build the patronage of our Friends of Music Program. Through the generosity of our 
members, we have brought you nationally and internationally renowned artists – 
including The Tallis Scholars, Chanticleer and Kinnara. This year, we are excited to 
present the St. Thomas Choir of Men and Boys as our signature concert! An invitation 
to join our Friends of Music can be found in the back of this brochure.

We have been blessed with a truly magnificent space and it’s only right that equally 
exquisite music goes in it. We have a long legacy of nurturing the arts and fostering 
musical excellence within this iconic venue. For our guests, we offer an immersive 
experience where both artist and listener connect in their shared love of music. We 
strive to continually widen the circle of music lovers near and far.

So come celebrate with us and invite your friends to share in the gift of music. As 
ever, we are thrilled to bring the arts to Peachtree Road!

Scott  H.  Atchison
Director of Music and Organist
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EXQUISITE
MUSIC IN
A DIVINE
SPACE
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Legacy
We bel ieve in the nurturing of the arts .  It  has been a tradit ion, 
commitment and passion of Peachtree Road to provide decades 
of outstanding concerts ,  performances,  and services.

We are known as one of the top places in the country to hear 
heavenly music .  Our beautiful  sanctuary,  incredible acoustics , 
and magnif icent instruments make Peachtree Road a dest inat ion 
for both art ist  and l istener.

Iconic Venue

Community
Our shared love of music br ings us together,  connecting both the 
art ist  and l istener.  We str ive to continual ly widen the circ le of 
music lovers near and far.

Immersive Experience
When you experience a performance at  Peachtree Road,  you wi l l 
be surrounded by beauty – by the beauty of the architecture and 
the sound of the music as i t  touches our hearts  and souls .

Artistic Excellence
We host art ists  from the Atlanta community and around the 
world.  These art ists  are wel l  known for their world-class talent 
and art istry.  Our national ly recognized Chancel  Choir performs 
large choral  works and tours international ly.
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Dear Friends,

On behalf of the ministers and members of Peachtree Road United Methodist Church, 
welcome to this beautiful and sacred space. Worship is at the heart of who we are 
as a congregation, and music is a vital part of our worship — calling us into God’s 
presence, enabling us to express our deepest hopes and longings, and helping us 
to find peace in the midst of the struggles of life. Please know that you always are 
welcome at Peachtree Road UMC. 
As we begin a new concert season, I hope you will find yourself returning often to this 
beautiful sanctuary to experience the music of the Great Organ and the countless 
artists who perform here as we worship and express our faith. I also pray that the 
music you hear will inspire you in your spiritual walk and reassure you of our Lord’s 
abiding presence with you.

Grace and peace,
   
 
 
 

Bi l l  Br itt
Senior Minister    
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SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8,  7 PM
ST. T HOMA S CHOIR OF MEN AND B OYS
SIGNATURE CONCERT OF THE SEASON

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8,  9,  7:00 PM
CHRISTMA S WIT H T HE G EORG IA B OY CHOIR	
DAVID R.  WHITE,  CONDUCTOR

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10,  5:30 P.M.
CAROL S BY CANDLELIG HT
OLIVER BRETT,  CONDUCTOR

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17,  7:30 PM
T HE MANY MO ODS OF CHRISTMA S
SCOTT ATCHISON, CONDUCTOR

THURSDAY & SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15,  17,  7:00 PM
T HE AT L ANTA CONCERT OPER A
PRESENTS WAGNER’S TANNHAUSER

SUNDAY, MARCH 3,  7:00 PM
GABRIEL FAURÉ’S REQUIEM
PRUMC CHANCEL CHOIR

SUNDAY, MARCH 17,  7:00 PM
T H E  M U S I C A L  S TAT I O N S  O F  T H E  C R O S S
PASSION OF THE CHRIST
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2023 | 2024 SEASON OVERVIEW

THURSDAY, APRIL 4,  7:00 PM
T HREE CHOIR S FEST IVAL 				  
GEORGIA STATE,  EMORY, AND UGA HODGSON

EVERY WEDNESDAY BEGINNING AT 1:00 PM
MIDDAY MUSIC IN MAY
CELEBRATING THE GREAT ORGAN

FRIDAY, MAY 3,  7:00 PM
K INNAR A
PRESENTS IMMORTAL BACH

SUNDAY, JUNE 16,  7:30 PM
AT L ANTA SUMMER ORGAN FEST IVAL 	
JAMES O'DONNELL,  ORGANIST

JUNE 17,  18,  19,  2024
ELIZ ABET H B. ST EPHENS INT ERNAT IONAL 
ORGAN  COMPET IT ION

ALL CONCERTS ARE LIVE-STREAMED ON PRUMC.ORG. 

Admission  
is  free.  

Donations  
g ladly  

accepted.

CONCERT 
SEASON
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SIGNATURE CONCERT OF THE SEASON SPONSORED BY  
THE PRUMC FRIENDS OF MUSIC

S T.  T H O M A S  C H O I R  O F  M E N  A N D  B OYS
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8,  7:00 PM

General admission: $30 in advance/ $35 day of concert

Students: $18 in advance/ $20 day of concert

Advance tickets available at www.prumc.org/music

Join us for an evening of beautiful music by Elgar, Byrd and Hancock, among many 

of the great composers whose music will be presented on this concert. The Saint 

Thomas Choir of Men and Boys is considered by many to be the leading ensemble in 

the Anglican choral tradition in the United States. The choir performs regularly with the 

period instrument ensemble, Concert Royal, or with the Orchestra of St. Luke's as part 

of its own concert series. Its primary raison d’être, however, is to provide music for five 

choral services each week. Supplementing its choral services and concert series over 

the past three decades, the choir has toured throughout the U.S. and Europe. Their 

annual performance of Handel’s Messiah is a beloved annual tradition. Photo by Scott Heins
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C A R O L S  B Y  C A N D L E L I G H T
A COMMUNITY CAROL SING!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10,  5:30 P.M.

OLIVER BRETT,  CONDUCTOR
Join us for this  community carol  s ing.   We wi l l  jo in together with fr iends, 
neighbors and communit ies from across the c ity to s ing together our favorite 
Christmas carols  for a l l  the family.   We wi l l  f in ish by s inging Si lent Night 
with the sanctuary bathed in candlel ight and the l ights of our giant Chrismon 
tree.   Join us for a reception fol lowing the concert  where we can share our 
Christmas cheer!  Admission is  free.

Chi ldcare avai lable  for ages  4 and younger by reservat ion only.   

T H E  M A N Y  M O O D S  O F  C H R I S T M A S
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17,  7:30 PM

PRUMC CHANCEL CHOIR,  GEORGIA BOY CHOIR,  SOLOISTS, 
ORCHESTRA

SCOTT ATCHISON, CONDUCTOR
The PRUMC Chancel  Choir,  Georgia Boy Choir,  soloists  and orchestra present 
their Christmas c lassic .   This  year ’s  program includes tradit ional  Christmas 
hymns,  new sett ings of fami l iar carols  and the world premiere of the ful l 
orchestrat ion of Randal l  Stroope’s  Hodie .  Tickets are compl imentary but 
necessary for seat ing.    Reserve t ickets onl ine at  www.prumc.org or pick up 
t ickets beginning Sunday,  November 19,  2023.   

Reception sponsored by the PRUMC Friends of Music in Grace Hal l  fol lowing 
the concert .
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C H R I S T M A S  W I T H  T H E  
G E O R G I A  B O Y  C H O I R 	 	
FRIDAY & SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8,  9,  7:00 PM

DAVID R.  WHITE,  CONDUCTOR
Ring in the Hol iday Season with the internat ional ly accla imed Georgia Boy 
Choir.  Come hear a l l  f ive levels  of the Georgia Boy Choir in this  At lanta 
tradit ion and PRUMC favorite.  Choristers wi l l  perform sacred classics , 
Christmas carols ,  and wel l- loved hol iday tunes.  Don't  forget Atlanta's 
largest  performance of "The Twelve Days of Christmas" with a l l  the audience 
part ic ipat ing.  Accompanied by a ful l  orchestra and The Great Organ of PRUMC, 
this  Christmas tradit ion is  sure to f i l l  you and your family with cheer!

Tickets avai lable at  www.georgiaboychoir.org

To learn about addit ional  concerts and events ,  including  
The Georgia Boy Choir Internat ional  Fest ival  Concert  at  Symphony Hal l ,  

v is i t  www.georgiaboychoir.org.
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T H E  AT L A N TA  C O N C E R T  O P E R A
PRESENTS WAGNER’S TANNHAUSER

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15,  7:00 PM
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17,  7:00 PM 
We are thr i l led to host the Atlanta Concert  Opera for the f i rst  t ime in our 
concert  ser ies!  The knight-poet Tannhäuser has disappeared from l i fe at  court 
and spent a year in the magical  underground realm of Venus,  the goddess of 
love,  yet he longs to return to the human world and his  past  love,  the Pr incess 
El izabeth.  Unable to ful ly return to l i fe as he knew it  before and stave off his 
lustful  desires during a song contest ,  Tannhäuser is  sentenced to a penitentia l 
p i lgr image to Rome to seek forgiveness from the Pope himself to atone for  
his  s ins.  The opera centers on the struggle between sacred and profane love, 
penitence,  the struggle of a misunderstood art ist ,  and redemption through 
love,  a  theme running through most of Richard Wagner 's  work.  
At lanta Concert  Opera was founded in 2019 as an art ist-focused,  art ist- led 
company hoping to serve s ingers ,  instrumental ists ,  and conductors in the 
Atlanta area.  As an art ist-centered inst itut ion,  At lanta Concert  Opera hopes 
to enrich the local  arts  community by producing one mainstage concert  opera 
with orchestra,  ensuring the cast ing ampl if ies the experience of the s ingers 
and al lows them to study common repertoire roles in a safe and nurtur ing 
environment.   An inclusive organizat ion,  At lanta Concert  Opera pr ides i tself in 
working with music ians regardless of gender or sexual  identity,  race,  rel ig ion, 
education,  or age,  focusing instead on hir ing music ians with a f i rm grasp on 
professional  courtesy,  professional ism, and shared art ist ic  passion.  
Admission is  free.  Donations gladly accepted.

G A B R I E L  FA U R É ’ S  R E Q U I E M
SUNDAY, MARCH 3,  7:00 PM

In recognition of the 100th anniversary of Fauré’s death, the renowned PRUMC Chancel 

Choir will offer his Requiem. He was one of the most influential of French composers, 

linking the end of Romanticism with the beginnings of the modern era. His Requiem 

and Pavane remain among the best-loved classical pieces. Fauré began composing his 

Requiem in 1887, revised and expanded it over the years, until its final version dating  

from 1901.

$15 suggested concert donation.
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T H R EE C H O I R S FE S T IVA L					     
THURSDAY, APRIL 4,  7:00 PM

GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY SINGERS,  DEANNA JOSEPH, 
CONDUCTOR

EMORY UNIVERSITY CONCERT CHOIR,  ERIC NELSON, CONDUCTOR

UGA HODGSON SINGERS,  DANIEL BARA, CONDUCTOR

Now an annual  concert  ser ies favorite ,  we present the premier ensembles 
of these prest ig ious University Programs.  Enjoy a col laborat ive,  diverse and 
inspir ing musical  exchange with these talented s ingers.

$15 suggested concert  donation/$5 for students.

MM I D D A Y  M U S I C  I N  M A Y

CELEBRATING THE GREAT ORGAN

M I D DAY M U SI C I N M AY
EVERY WEDNESDAY BEGINNING AT 1:00 PM

MAY 1:  TBD	  
MAY 8:  TBD	  
MAY 15:  TBD
MAY 22:  SCOTT ATCHISON, OLIVER BRETT,  
PEACHTREE ROAD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Enjoy anniversary-themed,  30-minute lunchtime organ  
recita ls  featur ing the best of At lanta’s  organists  who  
wi l l  share in the celebrat ion of The Great Organ of  
Peachtree Road. 

Admission is  free.  

PASSION OF THE CHRIST: 
 

T H E M U SI CA L S TAT I O NS O F T H E CROS S
SUNDAY, MARCH 17,  7:00 PM

SCOTT H. ATCHISON, GALLERY ORGAN

PATRICK SCOTT, CHANCEL ORGAN

JOHN LEMLEY, NARRATION

SCHOLA, ANTIPHONS

PEACHTREE CARILLON
Over the past  decade,  Peachtree Road has created a beautiful  Lenten tradit ion 
through inspired improvisat ions and organ works played by two organists  on 
the Church’s  two consoles of the Great Organ,  ref lect ive sett ings sung by 
PRUMC’s Schola,  and l ive readings of connective scr ipture.    The Sanctuary 
is   i l luminated by the glow of hundreds of candles representing Christ ’s  l ight in 
the world’s  darkness and inspire moments of ref lect ion and contemplat ion for 
the l istener.   

$15 suggested concert  donation.
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Three Choirs Festival
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AT L A N TA  S U M M E R  O R G A N  F E S T I VA L 	 
SUNDAY, JUNE 16,  7:30 PM 

JAMES O’DONNELL
Internat ional ly recognized as a conductor,  organist  and teacher,  James 
O’Donnel l  has performed al l  over the world.   Fol lowing a dist inguished 23-
year tenure as Organist  and Master of the Choristers at  Westminster Abbey, 
Mr.  O’Donnel l  now holds the post of Professor in the Pract ice of Organ at 
Yale School  of Music and the Yale Inst itute of Sacred Music in New Haven CT, 
where he succeeds Thomas Murray as professor to graduate organ majors and 
other students in sacred music .  

In his  tenure at  Westminster Abbey Mr. 
O’Donnel l  was responsible for a l l  musical 
aspects of the Abbey’s  work,  tra ining and 
conducting the Abbey Choir in i ts  dai ly choral 
services,  recordings,  concerts ,  and broadcasts 
and at  the great nat ional  occasions for which 
the Abbey is  known, including direct ing the 
music for the September 2022 State Funeral  of 
Her Majesty Queen  
El izabeth I I .  

The Atlanta Summer Organ Fest ival  was 
establ ished in 1995 to help increase c lassical 
music performances in the summer and PRUMC 

joined as a host in 2002.  To this  day,  the fest ival  continues the tradit ion of 
offer ing a ser ies of wonderful  venues for both establ ished and talented r is ing 
your organists .   

$15 suggested donation 

Dessert  reception fol lowing 

KI N NA R A					      
PRESENTS IMMORTAL BACH  
FRIDAY, MAY 3,  7:00 PM
Celebrate Kinnara's  Fifteenth Anniversary with us!  As we embark on this 
momentous occasion,  we take pr ide in honoring our r ich history through 
captivat ing performances that have shaped us as an ensemble.

Join us this  season for a specia l  May program that pays tr ibute to the t imeless 
works of J .S .  Bach,  and the last ing impact of his  musical  inheritance and 
legacy.  Original ly planned for March 2020,  the pandemic dampened our spir i ts , 
but now we are excited to f inal ly br ing this  spectacular program to l i fe .

Experience the br i l l iance of Bach's  fabulous cantata,  "Jesu,  Meine Freude," 
a longside mesmeriz ing composit ions by Monteverdi ,  Brahms,  Dist ler,  and 
Carol ine Shaw. These masterpieces promise an unforgettable musical  journey 
that transcends t ime and connects the past  with the present.

Tickets avai lable at  www.kinnara.org
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E L I Z A B E T H  B.  S T E P H E N S 
I N T E R NAT I O NA L 
O R G A N   C O M P E T I T I O N 
JUNE 17,  18,  19,  2024

The Music and Arts Program is excited 
to announce the second Elizabeth 
B. Stephens International Organ 
Competition taking place June 17-19, 
2024. The competition is a biennial event 
designed to attract the very best young 
organists from around the world. The 
first competition in 2022 received over 
seventy applicants, twice as many as 
most other organ competitions here in 
the U.S. and abroad. Six finalists will once 
again be invited to Atlanta to compete 
for prize money totaling $21,000. The 
competition will be judged by a jury of five of the world’s finest performers: David 
Briggs (chair), David Coucheron, Isabelle Demers, Lynne Davis, and James O'Donnell. 

Founded by the family of the late Elizabeth B. Stephens, who was a great supporter of 
the arts at PRUMC and throughout the city of Atlanta, the competition has garnered 
global acclaim.  The competition final round will take place on June 19, 2024.  These 
performances are free and open to the public.  

For more information about the competition and Betty’s legacy, visit  
www.prumc.org/organ-competition.

Peachtree Road Music Academy is a place where you 
can pursue your musical aspirations at any age and 
level. Whether you strive to discover a new passion, or 
rekindle a former one, we offer a wonderful space of 
exploration for musical growth.

At Peachtree Road Music Academy, we offer:
•	 Expert instruction
•	 Affordable rates
•	 Attainable goals
•	 Encouraging environment

“ T H E  B E S T  T E A C H E R S  T E A C H  F R O M  T H E  H E A R T , 
N O T  F R O M  T H E  B O O K .”  –  A N O N Y M O U S 20 

If you would like to further develop your musical skill, at any level, we warmly welcome 
you!

The Peachtree Road Music Academy offers music lessons to anyone of any age, both 
adults and children, on any instrument, including the voice.  The academy will host an 
end of season recital on Sunday, April 28, 2024 at 4:00 pm to showcase the talents of 
all our students!

To find out more and to register, please visit our website at www.prmusicacademy.org
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THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5 
4:30 pm Sarah Hawbecker,  Lutheran 
Church of the Redeemer 
5:00 pm Choral  Evensong 
PRUMC Chancel  Choir,  Georgia Boy Choir 
Music by Sumsion and Stopford

End the Lord’s  day with beautiful ly sung 
prayer by the Chancel  Choir and Georgia 
Boy Choir.  The marr iage of music and text 
reminds us “to remember thy servants , 
Lord.” Holy Communion wi l l  be celebrated 
during the service.

EVE OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 
11:15 am – Candlel ight and  
Communion Service
4:00 and 6:00 pm Family Candlel ight 
Service and Pageant
8:00 pm* Fest ival  of Lessons and Carols
10:30 pm* Fest ival  Choral  Eucharist

*The PRUMC Chancel  Choir with Brass
Music by Stroope and Rudolph

MMXXIIILITURGICAL HIGHLIGHTS
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ASH WEDNESDAY

FEBRUARY 14,  7:00 PM 
The Imposit ion of Ashes & Litany of 
Penitence
The PRUMC Chancel  Choir &  
Chamber Singers
Music by Wesley and de Lassus
Scott  H.  Atchison,  conductor 

HOLY THURSDAY

MARCH 28,  7:00 PM 
Choral  Eucharist
The PRUMC Chamber Singers
Music by Fauré and Lott i
Scott  H.  Atchison,  conductor

EASTER DAY

MARCH 31 
8:15,  9:45 & 11:15 am Easter  
Fest ival  Worship
The Resurrect ion of the Lord
Music by Ešenvalds and Near
The PRUMC Chancel  Choir
The Atlanta Brassworks
The Peachtree Cari l lon 

MMXXIVLITURGICAL HIGHLIGHTS
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GREAT TREE LIGHTING 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3,  2023,  5:30 PM 
All  members of the PRUMC youth and chi ldren’s  choirs  present a g lor ious 
program of music for the l ight ing of the great Chrismon tree!

C H I L D R E N ' S  &  YO U T H  C H O I R 
H I G H L I G H T S

CHILDREN’S MUSICAL  

SATURDAY, APRIL 20,  2024,  11 AM 

HARP STUDENT CENTER AUDITORIUM 
PROMISE UNIVERSITY:  CELEBRATING PRECIOUS 
Promises from famous fol lowers of the past  2000 years 

DOXOLOGY MOTHER’S DAY TOUR CONCERT

SUNDAY, MAY 12,  10 AM

GRACE HALL
All  are invited to enjoy the repertoire to be presented on Doxology’s  annual 
choir tour.

DOXOLOGY YOUTH CHOIR TOUR

DRAW THE CIRCLE WIDE

SAVANNAH AND HILTON HEAD

MAY 25-31,  2024   

25
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Bill Britt, senior minister 

Scott H. Atchison, director of music & organist

Dr. Oliver G. Brett, associate organist & choirmaster

Ruth Sommerville, music administrator 

Kathy Fletcher, director of children’s & youth music 

Tamara Witt, project manager, children’s & youth music 

J. Tyler (“Ty”) Tippett, friends of music chair

Lou Anne Rainey, music and arts committee chair

Staff & Chairs
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prumc.org  |  404.266.2373

prumc.org/music  |  concert season, music programs, instruments

facebook.com/prumc  |  follow us on facebook

@prumcmusicandarts | follow us on instagram

music@prumc.org  |  receive our newsletter & event updates

prumc.org/worship  |  worship times, information, videos

Scan this code to stay up to date on music 
performances and services, and keep 
current on our latest news. 

To support our annual Music Season, 
please make a gift to music here.

Stay Up to Date

Dear Friends,

In 2014, Peachtree Road UMC launched a vital patron program called Friends of Music 
(“Friends”) to support and nurture the excellent Music and Arts ministry for which the church 
is well known. Music plays a core role in the life of the Peachtree Road community, and 
Friend’s Mission Statement reflects the goals we strive to achieve on a consistent basis. With 
the support of Friends of Music, Peachtree Road can continue our tradition of providing 
outstanding concerts and performances through several initiatives. We host world renowned 
musical ensembles such as The Tallis Scholars, Chanticleer, and Kinnara Ensemble in our 
concert series. 

Your gift makes a difference!  “Friends” funds have supported acquisitions and renovations 
of our magnificent instruments that ensure a high level of quality year after year. We also 
support our choirs in all they do—from leading worship to their musical pilgrimages around the 
world. Our initiatives have helped establish Peachtree Road as a destination venue for musical 
excellence in the Atlanta community. Through our collective support, Music and Arts will 
continue to thrive at Peachtree Road for many more seasons to come.

J. Tyler (“Ty”) Tippett
Chairman,  Fr iends of Music

BECOME A FRIEND OF MUSIC

MISSION STATEMENT: 

• offering the finest possible musical occasions in our annual concert series, including 
sponsoring concerts by nationally and internationally renowned ensembles

• expanding the understanding and value of music

• supporting the music ministry in all they do to help lead worship services in our great church

• financially supporting and facilitating these initiatives

PLEASE JOIN THE FRIENDS!

Individual membership to FOM is open to all by donations.  Every gift at every level is 
appreciated.  

Membership levels  are: 

Angels  – $50-$99
Archangels  – 100-$499

Principal it ies – $500-$999
Virtues – $1,000-$4,999

Dominions – $5,000-$9,999
Cherubim – $10,000-$24,999

Seraphim – $25,000 +

For more information and to join Fr iends of Music ,  go to  
www.prumc.org/music/fr iends-music 

 or emai l  J .  Tyler “Ty” Tippett  at  j ty ler.t ippett@gmai l .com.
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PEACHTREE ROAD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PRUMC.ORG

3180 PEACHTREE RD, NE  ATLANTA, GA 30305

MUSIC & ARTS


