
Midweek Worship Service
December 13, 2023  .  12:00 pm

opening voluntary
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 599	 J.S. Bach

(1685-1750)

    Minister:	 Let your steadfast love come to me, O Lord, your salvation
		  according to your promise;

 	      People:	 then shall I have an answer for those who taunt me, for I trust
		  in your word.

    Minister:	 And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth, for my
		  hope is in your ordinances.

 	      People:	 I will keep your law continually, for ever and ever;

    Minister:	 and I shall walk in liberty, for I have sought your precepts.

 	      People:	 I will also speak of your testimonies before rulers, and shall not
		  be put to shame;

    Minister:	 for I find my delight in your commandments, which I love.

 	      People:	 I revere your commandments, which I love, and I will meditate
		  on your statutes.

the call to worship	
Psalm 119



hymn 577 *
 God of Grace and God of Glory	 CWM Rhondda

			   Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1930
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    Minister:	� The Word of God for the people of God.
 	 People:		  Thanks be to God!

the scripture lesson * 	 James 1:17-27
				                        † following the reading

sermon
Living God’s Eternal Truth	

words of assurance
Hear the good news: The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are 
forgiven.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God. Amen. 

the lord’s prayer

prayers of the people

ministry of music
Ev’ry Valley (Messiah)	 George Frideric Handel

(1685-1759)
Every valley shall be exalted and every mountain and hill made low; 
the crooked straight and the rough places plain.

Isaiah 40:4 
William Green, tenor

prayer of confession *						    

Gracious God, we confess that we have often turned from you. There 
are times when we have wandered in our own wildernesses of fear 
and doubt. We have behaved in unloving ways. We have chosen to 
ignore those in need. Our hearts are not placed in service to others, 
but rather in self-serving motives. Heal us, merciful God. Wash us 
again in the living water. Help us be faithful servants. Amen.



hymn 128 *
He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought	 He Leadeth Me

Joseph H. Gilmore, 1862 (Ps. 23)
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W ORD S: Joseph  H. G ilm ore, 1862 (Ps. 23) 
M U SIC: W illiam B. Bradbury, 1864
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Give to the Winds Thy Fears 129
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1. Give to the winds thy fears; hope and be un - dis - mayed.
2. Through waves and clouds and storms, God gent - ly clears thy way;
3. Leave to God’s sov ereign sway to choose and to com - mand;
4. Let us in life, in death, thy stead-fast truth de - clare,
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God hears thy sighs and counts thy tears, God shall lift up thy head,
wait thou God’s time; so shall this night soon end in joy - ous day.
so shalt thou, won dering, own that way, how wise, how strong this hand, 

and pub-lish with our lat - est breath thy love and guard ian care.
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W ORD S: Paul G erhardt, 1653; trans. by Joh n  W esley, 1739 (Ps. 37:5) 
M USIC: W illiam H. W alter, 1894
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1. Give to the winds thy fears; hope and be un - dis - mayed.
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For information on upcoming worship services please visit www.prumc.org.

Preaching:	 Rev. Geoff Beakley, Associate Minister
Music:	 Dr. Oliver Brett, Associate Organist & Choirmaster

PEACHTREE  ROAD
UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH

3180 peachtree road, ne  .  atlanta, georgia 30305
www.prumc.org  .  404.266.2373

closing voluntary
Herr Christ, der ein’ge Gottessohn, BWV 601	 J.S. Bach

(1685-1750)

blessing *
May the love, grace, mercy, and forgiveness of God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit bless, preserve, and keep you both 
now and forevermore. And may the peace of Christ be always with 
you. Amen. 


